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February 16, 2024
Senator Flavio Bravo
1700 West Washington Street
Capitol Complex, Room 313
Phoenix, AZ 85007
fbravo@azleg.gov

Re: SB 1565

Dear Senator Bravo:

The Professional Certification Coalition (PCC)! writes to share our views regarding SB 1565. In
its current form, SB 1565 would create an unwarranted exception to licensure standards on
which the public relies. While the PCC’s preference is to work with bill sponsors on
amendments where we identify areas of disagreements, these aspects of the bill are core to the
legislation. The PCC accordingly must oppose SB 1565; we explain the basis for our concerns
below.

The PCC recognizes that not all occupations may require formal higher education for an
individual to gain the necessary expertise to practice that occupation, and the PCC supports the
development and recognition of apprenticeship programs as alternative pathways to entry into
some regulated occupations. The PCC’s concern about SB 1565, however, is that it treats all
regulated professions in the same way. Title 32 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, which the bill
would amend, governs licensing requirements for occupations as varied as physicians,
cosmetologists, professional engineers, real estate agents, and dentists. The bill does not
distinguish between these occupations, but provides that, notwithstanding any other law, each
regulating authority in Title 32 “shall establish criteria for granting licenses ... through
apprenticeship programs.”

Determining whether an alternative pathway is appropriate requires the balancing the need to
protect the public and the interests of lowering costs, promoting market competition, and
reducing barriers to entry to an occupation, by reviewing the specific requirements for earning a
license, certificate, or registration in each profession. However, as currently drafted, SB 1565

' The PCC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association formed to address legislation that affects professional certification
programs, those who hold private certification credentials, and the many constituencies that rely on professional
certification. The PCC’s organizational members include non-governmental professional certification
organizations, professional societies, and service providers. The PCC’s members reflect a wide spectrum of
professions, including health care, engineering, financial services, and information technology, among many
others. Our founding organizations — the American Society of Association Executives (the leading organization
for association management) and the Institute for Credentialing Excellence (the leading developer of accreditation
standards for professional certification programs) — govern the PCC.
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mandates all occupations — from barbers to CPAs to radiologists — to establish a pathway to
bypass current requirements through an apprenticeship program.

For these reasons, the PCC opposes SB 1565 in its current form and will be urging the committee
of jurisdiction to refrain from advancing this legislation. The PCC would not oppose an amended
version of the bill that proposes apprenticeship pathways to licensure only for specific
occupations that already have approved apprenticeship programs in place, but the Arizona
legislature is better positioned than the PCC to identify those occupations.

The PCC stands ready to work with lawmakers who seek to craft legislation that strikes a
reasonable balance between the benefits of occupational regulation and the desire for free
markets in employment. Unfortunately, in its current form, this legislation goes too far in
removing protections for the public.

Thank you for your consideration of these issues. Please feel free to reach out to us using the
contact information identified below.

Sincerely,
% é Cf &Z/}«M Konssvclo A
Jeff Evans Denise Roosendaal, FASAE, CAE

Director, Public Policy Executive Director

ASAE: The Center for Association Leadership Institute for Credentialing Excellence

Phone: (202) 626-2722 Phone: (202) 367-1165

Email: jevans@asaecenter.org Email: droosendaal@credentialingexcellence.org

CC:

Sen. Eva Burch
eburch@azleg.gov

Sen. Brian Fernandez
bfernandez@azleg.gov

Quanté Crews
gcrews(@azleg.gov

Sen. Eva Diaz
eva.diaz@azleg.gov

Sen. Theresa Hatathlie
thatathlie@azleg.gov

Consuelo Hernandez
chernandez@azleg.cov

Sen. Denise Epstein
mepstein@azleg.gov

Sen. Anna Hernandez
anna.hernandez@azleg.gov

Analise Ortiz
analise.ortiz@azleg.gov
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National Restaurant Association
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Association (NRCA)
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